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Its is with great pleasure that I present to you the Annual Report for  Dorstone  History Society 
2017 

          Well as the saying goes, 

              ' Another year older another year wiser. ' 

 

             That is certainly the case following our very successful year here at Dorstone  

             History Society. 

 We kicked the year off with Bob Steele and the Golden Valley Railway. Bob is a keen researcher 
and historian and currently one of the lead members of Ewyas Lacy Study Group. He gave us a 
very knowledgeable insight into the formation of the Golden Valley Railway,  its chequered history  
and the political ins and outs of ownership and funding through to its demise in 1969. Following 
his talk many members voiced that they  were keen to invite Bob back to give us  further insight  to 
the impact that the railway had on the local community and so we will aim to achieve that in  a 
future programme. 

In February David Whitehead regaled us with stories of the Lost Historic Gardens of Herefordshire 
. I understand from the committee that this was well  attended and appreciated by the members. I 
was otherwise Lost on a flying visit to New York  Sorry ! 

In March we were delighted to welcome back the ever popular Tim Hoverd and his summary of 
the  Longtown Castles Project. This exciting and unique project  helped to make a major 
contribution to the understanding of the use and organisation of castles within the Welsh Marches 
during the early medieval period. Tim was as ever engaging and informative  and although it 
appears that Ponthendre castle did not appear to play a significant role in the history of the 
Marches Tim did  clarify that the project itself was  a very  useful learning tool. 

In April Chris Barber returned with more tales of  romanticism and mystery In search of Owain 
Glyndwr. I can't help feeling the members left that evening with more questions than answers and  
some  were keen to form a working party  and head off  to the  overgrown mound at the back of 
the farmhouse at Monnington Straddel, in the Golden Valley !! 

 (A dowser has reported the presence there of a body with sword and shield. "But," says Chris 
Barber, "only the unlikely event of an excavation is going to resolve this greatest of Welsh 
mysteries" )   

Im In ! 

We are very fortunate to have the closet historian Tony Usher in our midst here in Dorstone and 
so we were delighted to invite him back to give us  a very comprehensive overview of the Lords 
Marcher  in May. Tony is thorough and consistent and very easy listening and so  consequently he 
is  extremely popular with our members . Therefore we have begged him to return next year to  
which he has kindly agreed. 

Sadly I was unable to attend Simon Vaughn Winters  An Introduction to the History of British 
Letter Boxes  in June (sorry taking advantages of the perks of  a job again,   someone has to !) 
However I understand from committee members that this was infact rather  a revelation and one 
will never look at a  British post box in the same way again. 

Dorstone History Society was again delighted to welcome back the Archaeologists from 
Manchester, not only for the fact that they always seem to bring the most amazing weather with 
them !! Four talks saw the village hall bursting at the seams and we were  once again enthralled 



by the possibilities that are being uncovered on our site  of International significance.  Who knew 
Rock Crystal could be sooo fascinating ??  Yet again we wait in trepidation for next years dig 
results and further revelations of our very own Neolithic Time Capsule.  

A gloriously sunny day in July saw several of our members head out to Abbey Cwm Hir  as part of 
our Annual History Society Summer Visits programme. We were in store for a real treat . Not so 
much for the history of the place but for its eccentricity and quirkiness. We were given a guided 
tour by  the owner and curator Paul Humpherston and Val the soft furnishing lady. This property 
and all its collections have to be seen to be believed and if you haven't visited I strongly urge you 
to do so and challenge yourself  to find a speck of dust amongst the most extensive collection of 
absolutely everything that there is ever to collect !   

(don't stand still too long though or you may  be added to a collection !) 

 So the non existent Summer over we reconvened on  a very Autumnal evening in September to 
hear David Lovelace share with us part two of his Understanding the Herefordshire Countryside 
through Landuse. The title of his talk  belies the content and I hope that the members also found 
David's account in words and pictures  of  a medieval landscape very fascinating indeed. 

In summing up I would particularly like to thank  everyone for their continued support of DHS. At 
its outset we were unsure of its success but I am pleased to report  that our membership numbers 
continue to increase and so we can look forward to another year of being older and wiser . 

I must also thank  Di  Maslin  for most ably stepping into the role of treasurer  at short notice  and 
finally a huge vote of thanks to Tony Giblett who has  educated us with a Cornucopia of 
fascinating  talks over the past 3 years . Tony you have left some very big shoes to fill!  

Thank You  

 Sarah Catterall  

 Chairperson  
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