The Long or the Round?
Evaluation programme and results at the Neolithic Chambered
Monument of Arthur’s Stone, Herefordshire
by George Nash
Department of Archaeology & Anthropology, University of Bristol, England

Plate 1 The Chamber of Arthur’s Stone looking south-east (Photograph: G. Nash)

an evaluation in a field immediately north of
Arthur's Stone and Arthur's Stone Lane. Prior
to these intrusive investigations, contour and
geophysical surveys were undertaken.
However, the results of both surveys were
inconclusive.

INTRODUCTION
Arthur's Stone, one of eighteen known
Neolithic burial sites which lie within the
fertile hinterlands of the Black Mountains of
mid Wales and the English Marches, can be
considered as the best preserved of this area
(Nash 2006). The site has been extensively
researched and discussed by Children & Nash
(1994), Nash (2000), Olding (2000), Darvill
(2004) and Nash (2006). However, there are a
number of fundamental questions that remain
unanswered. One of these concerns the shape
of the mound.

Previous interpretation suggests that the
mound is oval or circular. Indeed, this is
promoted by an on-site display board,
designed by English Heritage, the guardians of
the site. Nevertheless, the morphology of the
present mound is not comparable with the
predominant monument type within this
group. The circularity of the mound could
suggest similarities with the first phase of Ty
Isaf (Grimes 1939). The first phase of this

In the summer of 2006 a team of
archaeologists from the University of Bristol
and the Clifton Antiquarian Club undertook
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monument comprised a circular mound with a
3m passage leading to a small rectangular
gallery with antechambers on either side. It is
conceivable that both monuments were
contemporary and that contact and exchange
existed between the users of each monument,
hence the replication of the design and mound
shape. However, successive reconnoitres by
the author leads one to suggest that the
chamber and passage were originally
incorporated into a long mound, similar to
those at Gwernvale and Pipton Long Cairn,
both also within the Black Mountains Group.

Plate 2 View of the passage, probably representing a
lateral passage, similar to those found within the
architecture of the long mound tradition
(Photograph: G. Nash)

Another unanswered question to face any
potential investigation is to establish the dating
and chronology. So far there are only two sites
within the Black Mountains Group which
have calibrated radiocarbon dates. These two
sites form part of a limited group of Welsh
monuments that have secure dating1.

unorthodox passage that leads to the chamber.
Before reaching the chamber, the passage
bends 90 degrees and thus restricts the
visuality between the chamber and the
entrance area of the passage (Plate 2). A
number of theoretical ideas have been put
forward concerning the relationship between
the entrance, the passage and chamber (Nash
2000; Tilley 1994). Prior to the evaluation
which was undertaken between June and
August 2006, the precise shape of the mound
was unknown. Despite the current shape of
the mound, it appears that it has not escaped
damage. Members of the Woolhope
Naturalists' Field Club, visiting the site in July
1872, remarked that a series of stones laid out
in a circular fashion surrounded the
monument, referred to as peristaliths.
However, there was no sign of any kerbing by
1928 (Watkins 1928, 150). Indeed, based on
photographs from this period the site had been
enclosed by an iron fence. The author had
suggested in 2000 that the present site layout
may once have been incorporated into a
trapezoidal mound although there was no
visible earthwork evidence for this. From a
series of reconnoitres it seemed there was
possible evidence of a mound extending
northwards across Arthur's Stone Lane into
adjacent fields.
Incorporated in the
boundaries of two fields that lie north of the
site are large scatters of loose laminated

SITE MORPHOLOGY
The monument is currently set within an oval
mound measuring approximately 26m x 17m.
The polygonal chamber comprises nine
upright stones that support an enormous
capstone, estimated to weigh 25 tonnes
(Corcoran 1969, 23). Hemp (1935, 288)
describes the chamber as kite-shaped,
approximating the form of the capstone (Plate
1). Daniel regards the chamber as being
laterally sited (1950, 74). Several metres south
of the capstone and chamber is a large upright
sandstone slab that, allegedly, has as many as
twelve large finger-dent cupmarks on the
inner face (Crawford 1925, 147; Daniel 1950,
118). Lying between the chamber and the
sandstone upright is a single stone setting.
Crawford (1925, 47) suggests that this stone is
actually recumbent. It is likely that this stone,
along with the cupmarked upright, formed
part of a false portal which partly delineated a
small façade; this is similar in form to other
chambered monuments within the Black
Mountains Group.
On the western side of the mound is an
1

See Whittle & Wysocki (1998)
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Figure 1 Location of the study area (illustration: A. George)

soil (Soil Survey of England & Wales 1983).
Generically, this soil is classified as a 571
ESCRICK and comprises well-drained
reddish coarse loamy soils that are sometimes
overlain with glacial-fluvial deposits. The soils
are derivative of the underlying solid geology
which extends over most of central and
western Herefordshire.

sandstone blocks that may have originated
from a cairn mound. The destruction of this
part of the monument must have occurred
prior to the early 18th century; accounts by
Nathaniel Salmon (1728-9) suggest the
present morphology of Arthur's Stone has
changed little over the past 200 years. During
Nathaniel Salmon's time discernible
monuments such as Arthur's Stone, with its
folklore and local superstition, would have
suffered destruction especially during the 16th
and 17th centuries and this may account for
the northern end of the monument being
dismantled. Based on late 19th century
accounts from Woolhope Club members,
there is also evidence that the northern section
of the mound was used as a quarry and the
stone rubble incorporated into local buildings
and forming the base of Arthur's Stone Lane
(Pipier 1888).

The site is located on the western edge of the
west-facing ridge of Merbach Hill,
overlooking the Golden Valley (Figure 1). The
present mound with its surviving chamber and
passage has commanding views across the
southern part of the Golden Valley, Cefn Hill
and the eastern extent of the Black Mountains,
between Hay Bluff in the north and the Skirrid
to the south. To the east of Arthur's Stone Lane
and the location of the evaluation area, the land
gently slopes upwards to the east, rising to
around 245m AOD.

GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY
The underlying naturally deposited geology
consists of an Old Red Sandstone derivative

TRENCHING RATIONALE
The 2006 excavation season excavated seven
small evaluation trenches within a field lying

59

T3

T2

T7

T4

Figure 2 Trench location plan (illustration: A. George)

NO
RT
H

60

T1

Propo
se
the mo d line of
numen
t

T5

Rou
te

T6

0

Chamber

monument
Proposed line of the

Passage

of A
rthu
r’s S
tone
Lan
e

5

10 metres

False portal

immediately north of Arthur's Stone Lane and
the monument (Figure 2).

a probable extensive cairn deposit made up of
laminated sandstone blocks which more than
likely originated from the mound.

From observations made by the author, plus
an extensive survey of other monuments
within the Black Mountains Group, the earlier
interpretations of the morphology of
the mound at Arthur's Stone was incorrect.
Previously, Crawford (1925), Watkins (1928),
Grimes (1936a; 1936b), Daniel (1950) and
later generations of researchers had
considered the mound to be oval or circular. A
wooden fence erected by English Heritage
which now delineates the mound shows the
conceived extent of the mound. However,
Lynch (1976) and later Nash (2000) hinted at
the likely prospect that the mound extended
across Arthur's Stone Lane, to the north and
into the neighbouring fields.

Based on the tangible evidence, permission
from the landowner was given in March 2006
and a subsequent project design was submitted
to English Heritage and Herefordshire
Archaeology to undertake a series of intrusive
and non-intrusive investigations. Prior to the
evaluation programme a limited geophysical
survey and contour survey was carried out
(Appendix 2). The results from these surveys
proved inconclusive, although there were
some anomalies located within the east and
western areas of the site. Based on
documentary evidence, this part of the
monument had been used as a quarry up until
1881 when the Woolhope Naturalists' Field
Club made a visit to the site and sought to
protect it from further denudation (Pipier
1881).

Recent excavations undertaken by Hubert
Savory at Pipton Long Cairn (1956) and
Penywyrlod (1980), and by William Britnell at
Gwernvale (1978), show clear mound
morphology and construction methodology
(1984). Other monuments within the group
appear to be constructed in a similar way using
a generic blue print, associated with the
Cotswold-Severn tradition of monument
building. The question that came to mind
following observations by the author was why
was the mound at Arthur's Stone oval whilst
the other monuments within the group have
long mounds2?

The shape and orientation of the mound
suggested that any extension of the mound
would veer towards the NW and as a result two
trenches (1 & 2) were located in order that the
line of the cairn could be located. Both
trenches were devoid of cairn and therefore
the decision was made to locate five trenches
east of Trenches 1 and 2. The rationale for this
decision was simple. Possible loose cairn
material was scattered along the southern edge
of the field bank, immediately north of the
lane. It is probable that this cairn material had
been scuffed-up by sheep trampling. Several
patches within this area of the field also had
possible exposed cairn.

A good indication of a mound can be seen
within the contouring of the lane. There is a
clear camber that extends across the lane,
immediately north of the mound. However,
the two fields which lie to the north of the lane
display no visible earthworks. On the other
hand, within the vicinity of the access gate to
the eastern field and where the evaluation
programme took place, there were slight
visible traces of a possible cairn. In addition,
scattered along the southern edge of a field
bank that separates the field from the lane was

TRENCHING DESCRIPTIONS
The following section of this paper describes
in detail the stratigraphy and archaeology
present in each of the trenches.
Trench 1 (Figure 3)
Trench 1 was located within the western area of

2

The Garn Goch monument, near Crickhowell has an oval mound but is considered by some to be Bronze Age (RCAHMW 1996).

3

Incorporated into this low bank are large concentrations of sandstone blocks, possibly the result of field clearance and
plough debris.
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Figure 3 Section and Plan of Trench 1

the site next to a mature hedge line that
presently stands on top of a low bank3. The
trench, measuring 4m x 1.5m and orientated
roughly E-W was excavated to a maximum
depth of 0.80m below the current ground
level. Recorded from this trench were ten
contexts (101 - 110). This trench and
neighbouring Trench 2 were considered to be
within the footprint of the western section of
the rubble cairn mound. However, excavation
showed that this was not the case. Indeed, both
trenches were disappointingly devoid of any
significant archaeological deposits, features,
and structures associated with the Arthur's
Stone monument.

red to brown soils. Several shards of 19th
century glazed transfer tableware and cream
ware pottery were recovered. However, no
archaeological inclusions dating to the
Neolithic were recovered, although field
walkers had recovered surface finds in previous
years from the neighbouring field.
Incorporated into the soil matrix of context
(104) but sitting on the surface of context (105)
was a concentrated rubble deposit (103).
Around this feature was a clear cut [102]. It was
initially considered that this feature might
represent the fragmented remains of the cairn.
However, the cut [102] was within context
(104), a subsoil that had accumulated within
the historical period. Due to the sterile natural
of the deposits within this trench, two
sondages, one at either end of the trench were
excavated, each to a depth of a further 0.50m
below the surface of context (104). Within the
western sondage was recorded the line of a 18th

The turf layer and underlying subsoil,
contexts (101) and (104) extended across the
trench, into all sections. These contexts were
derivatives associated with the basal geology
and comprised of moderately compacted light
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or 19th century field drain, orientated N-S
and parallel with the line of the field boundary;
cut - [106] and fill - (107). In the same
sondage and orientated similarly was a plastic
drainage pipe (110) and associated cut [109].
These two field drains with associated cuts
were within a tightly compacted red to brown
soil, derivative of the basal geology. Within the
eastern sondage identical soils were
encountered.

Trench 3
This trench, measuring 1.0m x 1.0m was
located within the western area of the site and
comprised three contexts. The base of the
trench was around 0.56m below the existing
ground level. The first two contexts
encountered were the turf and the underlying
subsoil (301 and 302). Both soils revealed no
archaeological activity. It was therefore
decided to half-section the trench and excavate
to the natural deposits within the southern part
of the trench. Within the SW corner of the
trench and extending into the western section
was a possible fragmented section of primary
cairn (304). Overlying this and extending
across the trench section was a sterile subsoil
comprising of a moderately compacted light
red to brown soil (303), derivative of the basal
geology.

Trench 2
This trench was located north of Trench 1,
along the field boundary that marks the
western edge of the site. The trench measured
4m x 1.5m and contained ten contexts (201210). The first two contexts encountered were
the turf and the immediate subsoil - (201) and
(202). These moderately compacted soils
overlay a further subsoil (203) that comprised
a moderately compacted red to light brown
soil. Due to the sterile nature of these upper
deposits, two sondages, one at either end of the
trench were excavated. The eastern sondage
revealed two further sub-soils, contexts (207)
and (210). No archaeological inclusions were
recovered from these soils. Within the
western sondage four further contexts were
recorded. Context (203), which was the same
as context (207) comprised a tightly
compacted light reddish brown soil. This
deposit overlaid a drainage cut [211] and
associated fill (208). This drainage feature is
probably an extension of the field drain
recorded in Trench 1. The cut for the field
drain extended into two further subsoils (206) and (209). Context (209) was identical to
context (210); both soils extended beneath the
base of the trench. Recorded within the eastfacing section of the trench and within the fill
of the field drain were four laminated
sandstone slabs, one on top of each other. It
was not clear if this feature was a drain fill or
possible cairn that would have extended
westward, underneath the field bank. It was
considered, following the discovery of cairn
material within Trenches 4 and 6 that this
isolated feature was not cairn.

Trench 4 (Figure 4)
This trench, measuring 1.5m x 1.5m and
excavated to a depth 0.55m provided
conclusive evidence that a substantial cairn
deposit is present within this area of the field.
Recorded within this trench were four
contexts, the first two (401 and 402) were the
top soil and subsoil deposits. Immediately
underlying context (402) was a tightly
compacted laminated sandstone rubble cairn
deposit that measured c. 0.28m in thickness
(403)4. This structure was located within the
southern section of the trench and extended
into three of the trench sections (Plate 3). In
profile, there appeared to be little voiding
within the cairn structure suggesting that it
had been carefully laid rather than haphazardly
piled. In plan, what was probably cairn had
been subjected to plough damage and
systematic stone robbing episodes.
Underlying this substantial and wellconstructed cairn structure was a probable
naturally accumulated soil (404). This context
comprised a tightly compacted light red to
reddish brown soil with occasional charcoal
flecking. It was initially considered that this
soil and maybe other subsoils found at this

4

This stone rubble deposit is identical to the form of the basal geology and therefore one can assume that the stone
was quarried locally.
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Figure 4 Section and Plan of Trench 4

level in other trenches represent a pre-cairn
land surface. A small sondage was excavated
within the NE corner of the trench and
measured 0.50m x 0.50m (figure 4). Retrieved
from this trench was a piece of charcoal that
was sent for AMS chronometric dating
(Sample No. 4/1; weighing 14gms). The AMS
dating showed that the sample dated to the late
post-medieval period (Appendix 3).
In
retrospect, the sample was retrieved from an
unsecured context.

Plate 3 Exposed primary cairn in Trench 4 looking south
(Photograph: A. Stanford)
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Trench 5 (Figure 5)
Trench 5, measuring 1.0m x 1.0m, was located
within the western section of the site and
contained within its stratigraphy an unusual
feature that may represent a pre-cairn or cairn
preparation structure. Recorded within the
trench stratigraphy were five contexts.
Stratigraphically, the first two contexts
comprised a turf layer and underlying subsoil
(501-502). Three soils were derivative of the
basal geology, comprising of light and
moderately compacted red and reddish brown
soils. No archaeological inclusions were
present within these two contexts. However,
underlying context (502) was a large

curvilinear hollow [503] that cut into the
natural soil (504). This feature, measuring
around 0.6m in diameter extended to a depth
of around 0.25m (Figure 6). Located within
the centre of this feature were three large
angular and sub-angular laminated sandstone
blocks. The stone blocks and the hollow
appear to be the result of anthropogenic
activity. Both features immediately overlie a
naturally accumulated subsoil (504). Due to
the restrictions of the project design, this soil
was not investigated. There may be however,
pre-cairn activity either existing within this or
underlying deeper soils.

Figure 5 Phase 1 - Plan and Section of Trench 5
Primary cairn

Figure 6 Phase 2 - Curvilinear feature
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construction methodology of the cairn and to
detect any pre-cairn activity, the rubble deposit
within this trench was fully excavated and
recorded.

Trench 6
This trench was positioned within the eastern
part of the site and measured 1.5m x 1.0m and
consisted of five contexts. This trench revealed
the largest undisturbed concentration of cairn
(Plate 4). Overlying this substantial deposit
was a layer of topsoil, similar to other turf soil
layers found elsewhere on the site (601).
Immediately underneath this soil was a tightly
compacted laminated angular rubble
sandstone deposit interpreted as cairn (602)
(Figure 7). This context occupied 80% of the
trenches cubic volume. At the northern end of
this deposit was a distinct plough cut that
extended into the eastern and western sections
of the trench. The thickness of this cairn was c.
0.13m and overlaid a naturally accumulated
soil (603). Similar to cairn found within
trenches 4 and 7, this structure had been
carefully laid and later, during the postmedieval and modern periods the upper
coursing had been robbed and/or disturbed by
the plough. In order to understand the

Beneath the cairn were several features that
may represent pre-cairn activity. Located
within the central western section of the
trench was an oval-shaped clay deposit, part of

Plate 4 Exposed primary cairn in Trench 5 looking south
(Photograph: A. Stanford)

Figure 7 Primary cairn exposed in Trench 6

Figure 8 Possibly preparation pre-cairn surface
immediately underlying the cairn.
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below the present ground level and showed
little evidence of voiding. Exposed in section
were around two courses or layers of stone.
Between the edge of the cairn and the soil there
was no evidence of a deliberate cut suggesting
that the cairn had been subjected to natural
denudation and/or soil disturbance. It is
probable that the upper coursing of the cairn
had been removed (robbed) during the postmedieval period or ploughed out. The cairn
immediately overlies a probable natural
deposit (704), comprising of a tightly
compacted light reddish brown soil, indicative
of soils found elsewhere within the vicinity.
Located within the northern part of the trench
was a large stone and cut into the upper face of
the stone were a series of criss-cross cuts that
were the result of ploughing. These markings
give a clear indication that the upper coursing
of the cairn was probably destroyed and
dispersed during successive ploughing
regimes. The cairn material overlies naturally
accumulated soils (704). Due to the
restrictions of the project design, this soil was
not investigated. There may be however, precairn activity either existing within this or
deeper soils.

which extended into the western section (604),
possibly forming a clay 'floor'. Based on a
number of excavations elsewhere in Wales,
clay floors appear to be present, but usually
inside the main access areas such as the passage
and chamber (e.g. Bryn Celli Ddu and
Barclodiad y Gawres, in Anglesey). Despite its
irregular shape the clay appears to be the result
of anthropogenic activity and may have been
deliberately laid, possibly as a preparation
surface (Figure 8). A cut was recorded around
the circumference of this deposit [605].
Immediately south of the clay 'floor' were
three rounded sandstones that were arranged
into an arc. This arc appeared to extend into
the western section of the trench. Both the
stones and clay 'floor' were embedded into a
naturally accumulated deposit, comprising a
tightly compacted red to reddish brown soil
(603) and derivative of the basal geology. The
soil may have naturally accumulated after the
abandonment of the monument. In order to
maximise the archaeological potential, a small
slot extending a further 0.08m below the base
of the trench was excavated within the central
section trench. The slot revealed no further
changes to the soil matrix of context (603).
Trench 7
This trench, measuring 1.0m x 1.0m was
situated within the eastern area of the site and
showed clear evidence of the existence of
primary cairn (Figure 9). Recorded from this
trench were four contexts (701 - 704). The
first context and extending across the site was
the turf (701) and comprised a moderately
compacted reddish brown humic soil that
contained no archaeological inclusions.
Underlying this and extending into all sections
was a moderately compacted light reddish
brown humic soil (702), similar in form to
context (701). This soil also contained no
archaeological inclusions; however, it did
immediately overlay cairn material (703). The
cairn, also recorded in Trenches 4 and 6
comprised tightly compacted angular
laminated sandstone blocks of varying shape
and size. The cairn was located around 0.15m

1 metre

Figure 9 Plan of Trench 7
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was evidence of historical plough damage
and/or stone robbing. The extent of this
damage was so severe that no trace of any
earthwork within the study area was visible.

DISCUSSION
The evaluation and non-intrusive survey
undertaken within the field adjacent to the
Arthur's Stone Neolithic burial chamber
revealed an extensive rubble deposit that once
formed the northern section of a probable
trapezoidal mound.
It was previously
considered that the chamber and passage were
incorporated into a circular or oval mound
(e.g. Grimes 1936; Daniel 1950); the visible
remains which are present today are located on
the southern side of the lane and incorporate
the chamber and passage.

The trenching was strategically located over
positive anomalies recorded within the
geophysical survey that was undertaken prior
to the evaluation (see Rowe, Appendix 2).
Trenches positioned within the eastern section
of the site revealed extensive cairn, and because
of this, finds were limited to several pieces of
flint (see Whatley, Appendix 1). Also
recovered, underlying the cairn within a
sondage in Trench 4 was a piece of charcoal.
This sample was collected and
chronometrically dated using the AMS
process. The dating of the charcoal revealed a
date range of 150 calibrated years. This
sample, taken from what was initially thought
a secure context was probably deposited via
plough disturbance.

The evaluation trenching located within the
eastern section of the study area revealed
overwhelming evidence of in situ cairn. This
deposit, recorded in Trenches 4, 5, 6 and 7,
comprised tightly compacted laminated
sandstone blocks (Plate 5). The cairn deposit
was uniform and probably continuous within
the area of the four trenches. Unfortunately,
none of the cairn edge was found. However,
within the trenches that possessed cairn, there
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core. Measures 85mm x 45mm. Trench 3,
context 303, weighing 498g.

Appendix 1
Description and discussion of finds
By Stuart Whatley, MA

Flint Artifacts
Flint flake x1 weighing 5g; Trench 5, context
503. .

Introduction
A total of ten artifacts were examined for this
report, which covers small finds of bone,
ceramic, flint, glass, iron and stone. The finds
date from the prehistoric period to the late
post-medieval period, and many appear to be
residual due their small size and poor
condition.
The small finds have been
categorized by function using function type
criteria set within the Museum of London
Archaeology Service (MoLAS) guidance to
finds find's classification.

Flint flake x1 weighing 2g; unstratified,
retrieved immediately south of Arthur's Stone
Horse Equipment
Light iron horseshoe, very corroded
remaining left arm. Measures 120mm L x
20mm W x 5mm T. Probably post-medieval in
date. Trench 1, context 103, weighing 149g.
Tools and ceramic building material
Nails
Two fragments from a handmade iron nail.
Measures 40mm L X 5mm T. No head. Trench
7, context 702.

Abbreviations:
D = Diameter
L = Length
W= Width
G = Gauge
T = Thickness

Stone Rooftile
Worked sandstone roof tile with nail hole and
linear tool marks on a diagonal angle.
Measures 173mm L x 155mm x 25mm T.
Trench 2, context 202, weighing 1.281kg.

Pottery
The two sherds of pottery were analyzed using
x 20 magnification. The sherds were then
classified according to colour, firing
technique, production (wheel thrown or
handmade), glazed or unglazed and inclusions
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Trench 7, context 702
Two bodysherds weighing 1gm. Buff fabric
with infrequent grit inclusions. Moderately
soft and hard. Brown glazed. Thin-walled
vessel, probably a cup of Staffordshire type.
18th century onwards. Wheel thrown. Fired in
oxygenated conditions, weighing 4g.
Glass
Bottle glass body sherd x 1 weighing 10g from
Trench 2, context 202.

SMALL FINDS
Knapping Tools
Possible pebble Hammer stone. Pitted surface
at one terminus, perhaps a result of striking a
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inconclusive results, including ground
condition and the moisture level of the soil.
Display imagery included greyscale and colour
scans. All imagery appeared to correlate.

Appendix 2
Summary of results of the Geophysical
Survey (April 2006)
Prior to the field evaluation undertaken in the
field north of the Arthur's Stone and Arthur's
Stone Lane a geophysical survey was
undertaken. The area surveyed extended an
area measuring 20m x 20m. The survey was
undertaken using a Geoscan RM15 resistance
meter.

Philip Rowe,
Department of Archaeology & Anthropology,
University of Bristol

Appendix 3
Results of the radiocarbon sample

Despite inconclusive results, there were areas
of high resistance within the north and northwestern areas of the site suggesting presence of
buried stone material which may belong to the
northern section of the Arthur's Stone mound.
The high resistance may have also represented
natural geology. The greatest resistance was
located around the gate area where probable
cairn is exposed. Other areas of high resistance
are located close to the western boundary of
the field. Based on these results, Trenches 1
and 2 were strategically located. Less
significant areas of resistance were located in
the north-eastern and south-eastern areas of
the site. Further trenching was located within
these areas.

The charcoal sample was taken from context
404 in trench 4, located approximately 0.55m
below the existing ground level. The location
and date of the sample is probably due to the
clearing and burning of fallow, prior to
ploughing during the latter part of the 18th
century (Figure 10). The depth of this and
charcoal flecking maybe the result of worm
action of the reworking of the soil from the
plough [sheer]. The charcoal sample was
AMS dated by the Beta Laboratory in Florida
(Sample Ref. AS404 [228057]). The analysis
was an AMS-standard delivery measuring an
uncalibrated deviation of between Cal. AD
1660 to 1960 (Cal. BP 290 to 0). The sample
was calibrated to a date of 150 + 40 calendar
years BP.
______________
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Figure 10. Dating calibration for sample AS404 in Trench 4. (Beta Analytic Radiocarbon Dating Laboratory)
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